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VALIDITY SUPPORTING EVIDENCE DELAYED REGISTRATION 


~y ~y 


At a recent meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, 


before the New England Health Institute, Mr. David 
S. Davison discussed the determination of validity of 
supporting evidence in delayed registration. Mr. 
Davison is Assistant Chief, Service Records Division, 


Civil Service Commission, and is qualified to discuss. 
this subject which is of primary interest to health 


officers and local registrars of vital statistics through- 


out California. 


Mr. Davison stated that because delayed birth 


registration in most instances is for a specific purpose, 


for that reason it must be scrutinized closely in the 
light of the implications which might be involved. 
There is a constant danger of false statements to serve 
a particular purpose, as well as the recognized lapse 
of memory through the passing of years. 


The best evidence rule from earliest times is to the 


effect that the highest degree of proof, of which the 


case from its nature is susceptible, must be produced. 


Where the fact or date of a birth is at issue, the best 


evidence rule is said to require that the usual docu- 
mentary evidence or record evidence of these facts be 
produced and that its absence must be explained 
before parole evidence is admissible. 

Other things being equal, memory of an event is 


clear and strong in proportion to its recency. Nov- 


elty diminishing, interest and its attendant memory 
decrease, and it is difficult or impossible to recall by 
effort of memory ordinary circumstances attending 
one of a multitude’ of like experiences occurring in 
a person’s daily life. 

No certified copy of a delayed birth registration is 
of more value than the information submitted to 


evidentiary value. 


establish the authenticity of the birth and the mate- 


rial submitted. The personal opinion of local regis-. 


_trars as to the accuracy and adequacy of supporting 


evidence is susceptible to such variation as to make it 
essential that there be standards of acceptability and 


uniformity if these certificates are to serve their full 


purpose. Such standards should follow, as nearly as 
possible, the well-established and accepted bases of the 
admissibility of evidence in legal matters generally. 


In other words, there should be a fairly well-estab- 


lished order of the value of different kinds of evidence 


according to its relative value. 


A record which is made at the time of birth or 


shortly thereafter is subject to small possibility of 


error. With the increasing lapse of time between the 
date of birth and the date of recording, the possibility 
of error increases and the value of the record as evi- 
dence decreases until a point is reached where it is 
of practically no value. A family record of birth 
usually contained in a family Bible, and church docu- 
ments such as baptismal, confirmation or communion 
records are acceptable as evidence if they were made 
near the time of birth or at an early age when the 
facts recorded were fresh in mind and when there was 
no motive to misstate. When a certified copy of such 
a family or church record is submitted, it must be 
accompanied by the statement of a certifying officer 
as to the appearance of the record and his opinion as 
to its authenticity. | 


Affidavits in many cases have proven to be of slight 
— The statement is often made that 
no one is in a better position to furnish an affidavit 
than the mother. There is no question, of course, 
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that a mother’s affidavit should be of value, but expe- 
rience shows that the interest of the child and not 
that of the Government is often paramount in such 
eases. Childhood census records are of value because 
they are impersonal. Evidence from disinterested 
sources is usually more reliable than from interested 
sources as in the ease of affidavits. 
birth established by primary evidence has _ been 
authenticated by childhood census records often in a 
seriés covering 40 years. 

It is not uncommon experience to find that a mar- 
‘Triage certificate, census record, military discharge, 


insurance policy, naturalization certificate, and other 


evidence regarded as secondary all show different 
dates of birth for the same person. While it can not 
reasonably be said that any one of these documents 
in itself is conclusive, a cogent reason should exist for 
accepting one in preference to another. 


NEONATAL MORTALITY IN CALIFORNIA 


The neonatal mortality rate for California in 1941 
was 24.8. The numbers of neonatal deaths that have 
occurred annually in the State during the 10 years, 
1932 to 1941 are as follows: : 


2,343 
2,260 
2,283 
2,623 
2.700 
2.846 
_ 8111 


PLAGUE CONTROL 

During January, the rodent plague survey con- 
ducted by this department was carried on in portions 
of 11 counties of California. More than 4,500 
rodents were collected and upon dissection, suspected 
organs were removed and sent to laboratories for 
examination. Plague was demonstrated in one pool 
of fleas from seven ground squirrels taken in Siskiyou 
County. Most of the rodents collected consisted of 
Norwegian rats, 2,864 of which were collected for 
examination. Work in plague control was carried on 
intensively in the vicinity of military areas in 13 
counties of the State. Similar intensive activities 


were undertaken in two counties of northern Cali- 
fornia where large URLOrS of ships are in course of 
construction. 


Proof of date of 


ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES IN WARTIME 

Funeral directors in California state that there is 
a serious shortage of competent licensed embalmers. 
The California license requirements have been main- 
tained on a high level and the funeral service industry 
now finds it difficult to find licensed embalmers to 
replace employees who have entered the armed forces. 
Funeral directors have been requested to direct the | 
attention of local selective service boards to a recent 
bulletin of the Selective Service system in Washing- 
ton in which mortuary services are listed as essential 
activities. 

Unless embalmers whose ‘iia are on selective. 
service lists are retained for home duty, it would 


appear that the license requirements must be lowered, 
in order to meet conditions which funeral directors 
say are headed toward a serious emergency. If a 
wide-spread epidemic, such as occurred in 1918, 


should appear, serious difficulties in proper disposal 


of the dead would be encountered. 


The California Funeral Directors Association has 
called the attention of public health officers to the 
problem that now faces the industry with the request 
that support be given to the efforts of the organization 


~ to meet the situation upon an emergency basis. 


CHANGES AMONG HEALTH OFFICERS 


Dr. H. O. Swartout has been appointed Acting 
Health Officer of Los Angeles County. He succeeds 
Dr. W. L. Halverson, who early in January became 
Director of Health for the State of California. 

Dr. B. F. Saylor has been made Health Officer of 


Shasta County, succeeding Dr. W. L. Bell. Dr. A. J. 


Ronsee is now City Health Officer of Turlock, having 
succeeded Dr. F. J. Petr. Dr. H. D. Rose has suc- 
ceeded Dr. Henry C. Rixford as Health Officer of 
Tuolumne County. Dr. Rixford lives at Sonora. 
Luke R. Doucet is now City Health Officer of Sausa- 
lito having succeeded Dr. George M. Landrock. 


CHILD HEALTH CONFERENCES 


_ Assistance was given in the conduct of child health 

conferences in 12 counties of the State during Jan- 
uary. Some of these were held in the vicinity of 
shipbuilding plants and other war _ industries. 
Dental services were provided in 26 counties of the 
State, through the use of dental hygienists. Mem- 
bers of the nutrition. staff worked in 13 counties 
where considerable time was devoted to work in 43 
child health and prenatal conferences in eight coun- 
ties of the State. 
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APPRECIATION OF LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES 


A motion picture was shown recently in one of the 
counties of California that is organized upon a full- 
time basis. The picture has to do with unselfish con- 
tributions of a doctor of medicine to his community. 


The editor of the local paper commented upon the 
presentation in the following words: 


‘‘Those who saw this picture last evening should 


have given our county health officer more than a 
passing thought, for his duties have been not unlike 
those of the film doctor. He, too, has had to fight, 
most of the time single handed, not only for equip- 


ment, medicine, but also the ignorance, prejudice, — 


_ false pride, narrow mindedness and cussedness of 
a good many of the population of this county. But 
health officers, when they know they are right, have 
a way of getting what they want to make com- 
munities they live in better places for the rest of 
us. It is no lie when we say that health depart- 
ments in most communities are given smaller appro- 
priations to work with than are many other less 
useful bodies. 


damned for wasting the taxpayers’ money. Most 
of their praise comes from the satisfaction of doing 
their duty.’’ 


CRIPPLED CHILDREN CLINICS 


Clinics for crippled children were held during Jan- 
uary in the following places: Orland and Willows in 
Glenn County; Colusa in Colusa County and San Ber- 


nardino in San Bernardino County. Cardiac clinics 


were conducted in Oakland, Richmond and Fairfield. 
During the month, 56 children were accepted for care. 


Of this number, 32 were accepted on authority of — 


certificates issued by counties and 24 were accepted 
for care through the use of Federal funds. 


‘‘The greatest asset of a man, a business or a nation 
18 faith. ’»__Thomas J.. Watson. 


REVISED LIST OF REPORTABLE DISEASES 


| Reportable Only: 


Anthrax 


Botulism—if commercial product notify State 
Department of Health at once. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 

Dengue—keep patient in mosquito-free room. 
Epilepsy | 

Food Poisoning | 
Glanders—report by phone or telegraph. 
Jaundice—infectious or epidemic types. 
Malaria—keep patient in mosquito-free room. 


Pneumonia—specify type of pneumococcus if 
known. 


They’re damned if they have an > 
epidemic, and if they don’t have one, they’re 


Relapsing Fever 
Rheumatic Fever 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 
Tetanus 
Trichinosis 
Tularemia 
Undulant Fever 


Reportable and Subject to Isolation: 
Epidemic arrhea of the newborn (in institu- 
tions) 
Chickenpox 
Dysentery—Amoebic 
Dysentery—Bacillary—specify type if known. 
German Measles 
Influenza 
Measles 
Mumps 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
Psittacosis 
Rabies—in animals. 
-Rabies—in humans. 
Septic Sore Throat (in epidemic form). 
Trachoma 
special card. 


Use special card. 


Syphilis—use special card. 

Gonorrhea—use special card. 
Chancroid—use special card. 
Lymphopathia Venereum—use special card. 
Granuloma—Inguinale—use special card. 


Reportable and Subject to Quarantine and 
Placarding: 


Cholera—report by telephone or telegraph to State — 


Department of Health. 
Diphtheria 


Encephalitis (Infectious)—specify type if known. 


N OTE: This means all forms of acute encephalitis 


such as St. Louis type, equine type, and 
any other epidemic form occurring in 
California. 


Leprosy 
Meningitis (due to the meningocoeeus). 
Paratyphoid Fever—specify type A or B. 


Plague—report by telephone or telegraph to State 
Department of Health. 


Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis 
Searlet Fever 

Smallpox 

Typhoid Fever 

Typhus Fever 


Yellow Fever—report by iii or telegraph to 


State Department of Health. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
— February 13, 1943 


Chickenpox | 


1601 cases from the following counties: Alameda 138, Butte 3, 
Contra Costa 33, Fresno 68, Humboldt 8, Kern 48, Kings 6, Lassen 
9, Los Angeles 357, Madera 34, Marin 11, Merced 3, Modoc 4, Mon- 


terey 11, Napa 3, Orange 72, Riverside 25, Sacramento 29, San. 


Bernardino 29, San Diego 189, San Francisco 187, San J oaquin 115, 
San Luis Obispo 15, San Mateo 34, Santa Barbara 20, Santa Clara 
39, Santa Cruz 13, ‘Shasta . Solano 29, Sonoma 24, Stanislaus 2, 
Sutter 14, Trinity 3, Tulare 15, — 8, Yolo 2. | 


German Measles 


457 cases from the following counties: Alameda 59, Contra Costa 
1, Fresno 8, Kern 4, Kings 1, Los Angeles 86, Marin 1, Modoc 9, 
Mono 19, Napa 1, Orange 10, Riverside 4, Sacramento 17, San 
Bernardino 4, San Diego 118, San Francisco 34, San Joaquin 12, 


San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 10, Santa Barbara 2, Santa Clara 


23, Santa Cruz 3, Solano i; Sonoma 10, Ventura 18, Yolo 1. 


Measles 

‘298 cases from the following counties: Alameda 14, Butte 3, 
Calaveras 1, Contra Costa 10, Fresno 1, Humboldt 7, Inyo > & Kern 
10, Los Angeles 76, Marin 14, Merced 1, Modoc 14, Monterey a 
| Napa 2, Orange 4, Placer 1, Riverside 4, Sacramento 6, San Ber- 

: nardino 4, San Diego 28, San Francisco 30, San Joaquin 2, San 
Mateo 8, Santa Barbara 6, Santa Clara 38, Solano 3, Sonoma 2, 
Stanislaus i, Tulare 3, Ventura 1, Yuba 


Mumps 


533 cases from the sili counties: Alameda 26, Contra Costa 
13, Fresno 16, Kern 10, Kings 3, Los Angeles 139, Marin 5, Merced 
1, Modoc 4, Monterey 7, Napa 2, Orange 37, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento z. San Bernardino 13, San Diego 50, San Francisco 55, San 
Joaquin 55, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 50, Santa Clara. 26, 
Santa Cruz 9, Solano 6, Stanislaus 1, Ventura :; 


Scarlet Fever 


156 cases from the following counties: Alameda 4, Contra Costa 
3, Fresno 6, Kern 2, Kings 2, Lassen 2, Los Angeles 59, Marin 10, 
‘Monterey 1, Orange 3, Placer 1, Sacramento 5, San Bernardino 3, 
San Diego 2, San Francisco 17, San Joaquin 4, San Mateo 8, Santa 
Barbara 1, ‘Santa Clara 1, Santa Cruz 7. Solano 14, Sonoma i. 
Stanislaus 1, Tulare 4, Yolo 


Whooping Cough 


291 cases from the following counties: Alameda 25, Contra Costa 
2, Fresno 11, Kern 11, Kings 2, Los Angeles 101, Madera 6, Marin 
3. Merced 1, Monterey 11, Orange 6, Placer 1, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento 4, San Benito 7, San Diego 21, San Francisco 24, San 
Joaquin 14, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 4, Santa Clara 4, Santa 
Cruz 3, Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 10, Tehama 9, Ventura 7. 


Diphtheria 


27 cases from the following counties: Alameda 2, Los Angeles 
5, Marin 1, Monterey 5, Orange 1, Sacramento 2, San Francisco 3, 
San Joaquin 4, Santa Clara 3, Yolo 1. 


Epilepsy 


42 cases from the Seittaaiiteiai counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
33, Sacramento 4, San Joaquin 1, San Mateo 2, Sonoma 1. 


Botulism 
One case from Los Angeles Cake. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
8 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 7, Merced 1. 


Encephalitis (Infectious) 
2 cases from San Joaquin County. 


Food Poisoning 


6 cases from the following counties: San Joaquin 2, San Mateo 8, 
Solano 1. 


Influenza (Epidemic) 
70 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Infectious) | 
2 cases from the following counties: Kern 1, Madera 1. 


Malaria 


2 _, from the following counties: Monterey 1, San Fran- 
cisco 1. 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed herein, 
may be obtained upon request. 


** Cases charged to ‘“‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 


about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable r any one locality. 
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Meningitis (Meningococcic) 


17 cases from the following counties: Contra Costa 1, Los 
Angeles 5, Marin 1, Monterey 1, Sacramento 1, San Diego 1, San 
Francisco 3, San J oaquin 1, Santa Clara 1, Tulare 1, California 1.** 
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Pneumonia (Infectious) 


92 cases reported in the State. 


Poliomyelitis (Acute Anterior) 


1, Santa Cruz 1. 


5 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 8, San Joaquin © 


Rabies (Animal) 


5 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 4, San Diego 1. 


Rheumatic Fever (Acute) 


2 cases from Los Angeles county. 


Typhoid Fever 


2 cases from the following counties: Merced 1, San Joaquin 1. 


Gonorrhea 


202 cases reported in the State. 


Syphilis 


500 cases reported in the State. 


STAFF MEMBERS AT WAR 


- The following members of the staff of the Califor- 
nia State Department of Public Health are engaged 


in war services: 

Helen Ackley, P.H.N. 
Ray Atkinson, M.D. 
Lloyd Bascom 


Billings 


Aleor Browne 
Donald Budie 
O. L. Butterfield 


Ida May Carlston, P.H.N. 


Beckwith Clark _ 
Jules Comroe, M.D. 
Leon Comroe, M. D. 
Joseph Copeland, M.D. 
John Cruzan 
Sidney F. Dommes, Jr. 
Arthur Dreuth 
Robert Dyar, M.D. 
Tom Enright 


Morris Farell 


J.J. Fitzgerald, M.D. 


Lowell D. Ford, M.D. 


Herbert Foster, Jr. 


Lyman D. Heacock, D.D.S. 


Horace Hancock 
R. W. Haymond 
Donald Helgren 


D. D. Holaday, M.D. 
Jack T. Hubbard 
George Husser, M.D. 
Wm. T. Ingram 
Homer W. Jorgensenu 
James R. Keefer 
Hubert W. Keltner 
Francis J. Lenehan 


Edward Maher, M.D. 


Rollyn E. Malde 
K. B. Mansfield 


Howard Marriott 


John 8. Martin 
Charles Meisenbach 
Reid Nunn 
Richard F. Peters 
Charles Pokorny, M. D. 
Jack W. Pratt 
Donald Roberts 
Rohl 
Robert E. Ryan 
Julius R. Seholtz, M.D. 
Jack Schorr 
Joseph B. Smith 


Lillian Wurzel 


7,500 
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